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A Definition of Special Educational Needs 
Definition of Special Educational Needs (Section 20, Children and Families Act 2014)
A child has a learning difficulty or disability if they:
· Have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age. 
· Have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of educational facilities of a kind generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream schools. 












Torkington Primary School SEN Information Report 2026-2027
As part of the Children and Families Bill (2014) schools are required to publish a document setting out the services they offer for children and young people with special educational needs. This forms part of Stockport’s Local Offer. We appreciate any questions or comments you may have that will contribute to this document and to our provision for children with needs. Torkington Primary School is a mainstream primary school (ages 3–11) in Stockport. This SEND Information Report outlines how our school identifies, assesses, and makes provision for pupils with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND), forming part of Stockport Local Authority’s Local Offer.










How does the school support a child with SEN? 
How Torkington Supports Children with SEND
· Four Areas of Need Support: Provision is tailored across Cognition & Learning, Communication & Interaction, Social, Emotional & Mental Health (SEMH), and Physical & Sensory Needs. 
· Graduated Response (Quality First Teaching): All support begins with high-quality classroom instruction differentiated by class teachers to match individual learning profiles. 
· Targeted Interventions & Provision: Trained Teaching Assistants deliver specific booster interventions in literacy, maths, speech and language, and emotional wellbeing (including Drawing and Talking and We Are Champions). 
· Dyslexia Friendly Practice: As a Dyslexia Friendly Quality Mark school, classrooms feature off-white/cream paper, accessible typography, visual summaries, and multi-sensory teaching approaches. 
· Assistive Technology & Resources: Pupils access individual tools such as voice-to-text apps, soundfield systems, sloping writing boards, wobble cushions, overlays, and adapted pens. 
· Physical & Environmental Adaptations: Main teaching areas feature step-free/ramped disabled access, accessible toilet facilities, yellow high-visibility hazard markings, and visual strobe fire alarms. 
· Complex Medical Care: Children with complex health conditions (e.g., Epilepsy, Type 1 Diabetes, EpiPen users, ongoing cancer treatment, cochlear implants) are supported through dedicated Individual Healthcare Plans (IHCPs) and trained staff. 
· Multi-Agency Collaboration: The SENCo works alongside specialist external services, including the Stockport Inclusion Advisory team (Andrew Earl), Sensory Support Services (SSS), Speech and Language Therapy (SALT), Occupational Therapy (OT), Educational Psychology, and CAMHS.























How are decisions made for the type and level of support my child will need? 
At Torkington Primary School, decisions regarding the type and level of support a child receives are made through a collaborative Graduated Response model: 
· Quality First Teaching (Tier 1): Support begins with high-quality classroom instruction. Class teachers adapt lesson plans and learning environments to suit individual learning styles. 
· Classroom-Level Adjustments: If a teacher or parent continues to have concerns about a child’s progress, additional targeted strategies and small-group booster support are put in place within the classroom. 
· SENCo Referral & Internal Review: If concerns persist, the teacher refers the child to the Special Educational Needs Coordinator (Mrs Abbie Pietrzak). Progress is formally monitored through the Assess-Plan-Do-Review cycle using the EduKey Provision Map software. 
· Specialist External Advice: Where additional expertise is needed, the SENCo consults with external professionals—such as Inclusion Advisor Andrew Earl, Sensory Support Services (SSS), Speech and Language Therapy (SALT), Occupational Therapy (OT), or Educational Psychologists—to tailor specific interventions. 
· Parent & Pupil Collaboration: Decisions are reviewed termly with parents/carers during SEND Support Plan meetings, and pupil views are gathered to ensure their voice shapes their support. 
· Statutory Provision (EHCP): For children with complex, long-term needs, the school collaborates with families and Stockport Local Authority to apply for an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP).
















	


	


What provision does the school make to include all children regardless of their needs? 
To ensure every child is fully included regardless of their needs, Torkington Primary School provides a comprehensive range of adaptations, targeted support, and specialist interventions:
· Staff Training & Environment Adaptations: All staff undergo relevant training to adapt both the physical and learning environments. This includes creating personal learning spaces, utilising assistive technology (such as voice-to-text apps and soundfield systems), and adapting written materials to Dyslexia Friendly standards (e.g., off-white paper, clear typography, and modified resources).
· Targeted 1:1 and Small Group Interventions: Trained Teaching Assistants deliver evidence-based interventions in reading, writing, maths, and speech and language (SALT).
· Pastoral & SEMH Support: Recognising that children must feel happy and secure to learn effectively, we provide targeted social and emotional support through structured programmes such as Drawing and Talking and We Are Champions.
· Complex Medical & Sensory Management: Individual Healthcare Plans (IHCPs) and specialist equipment (e.g., radio aids, acoustic adaptations, visual strobe alarms, temperature-controlled medical storage) are in place for pupils with complex health needs, including epilepsy, cochlear implants, Type 1 diabetes, severe allergies (EpiPens), and ongoing cancer treatment.
· Monitoring & Statutory Plans: The effectiveness of all provision is regularly monitored using the EduKey Provision Map software. For pupils with the most complex or long-term needs, provision is formalised through an Education, Health and Care (EHC) plan directed by Stockport Local Authority.
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How will the curriculum be matched to my child’s needs? 
To ensure that every pupil at Torkington Primary School accesses a full and balanced curriculum tailored to their individual needs, we implement the following strategies:
· Inclusive Curriculum Access: All children have access to all subject areas through differentiated planning that matches learning tasks to each pupil's specific stage and learning profile.
· Dyslexia Friendly Standards: In line with our Dyslexia Friendly Quality Mark, teachers use off-white/cream paper backgrounds, dyscalculia and dyslexia-friendly typography (e.g., Arial, OpenDyslexic), visual summaries, and multi-sensory teaching approaches (auditory, visual, and kinaesthetic) across all subjects.
· Assistive Technology & Adaptive Resources: Learning resources and homework are adapted using tools such as voice-to-text IT software, soundfield systems, sloping writing boards, wobble cushions, reading rulers, and coloured overlays. Information can be recorded digitally or accessed through alternative formats (e.g., audiobooks, enlarged print, or visual guides).
· Sensory & Physical Adaptations: Classrooms and teaching materials are tailored to accommodate complex sensory and physical requirements, including acoustic/audio adjustments for cochlear implants, high-visibility visual markers, and daily maintained hearing technology.
· Flexible Learning Platforms: For pupils with ongoing medical needs (such as those undergoing medical treatment), learning is supported through remote or hybrid digital access (e.g., ClassDojo/Teams) to maintain educational continuity.
· Developing Independence: Teachers structure tasks and scaffold learning to build confidence, enabling every child to develop as an independent learner at their own pace.


























How does the school measure the progress of children with SEND?
At Torkington Primary School, we track and measure the progress of children with SEND through a robust and systematic framework:
· Continuous Pupil Progress Meetings: The progress of all pupils is carefully tracked through regular progress meetings, ensuring parents receive updates throughout the year.
· SEN Review Meetings: Dedicated review meetings take place between the class teacher and the SENCo (Mrs Abbie Pietrzak) to evaluate individual pupil development and adjust provision where necessary.
· Assess-Plan-Do-Review Cycle: Class teachers follow this continuous cycle to implement, monitor, and refine targeted strategies tailored to each child's needs.
· EduKey Provision Map Tool: We utilise the EduKey Provision Map software to track, monitor, and evaluate the effectiveness of all SEND Support Plans and interventions delivered across the school.
· Baseline & Intervention Tracking: Any intervention taking place outside the classroom follows a structured system of initial baseline assessment followed by ongoing monitoring to ensure measurable impact.
· Termly Parental Reviews: SEND Support Plans are reviewed termly in collaboration with parents/carers and pupils to evaluate progress against personal outcomes.


























How does the school work with parents/carers and children to support learning? 
At Torkington Primary School, we recognise that supporting a child's learning is a collaborative team effort involving parents, carers, staff, and the pupils themselves:
· Open Communication & Contact: We operate an open-door policy, welcoming ongoing discussions with parents and carers. Digital platforms such as ClassDojo are used alongside regular meetings to maintain continuous communication.
· Termly Progress Updates: All parents receive termly information regarding their child’s academic progress through parents' evenings and written reports.
· SEND Support Plan Reviews: For pupils with additional needs, the SEND Support Plan is reviewed termly with parents/carers using our EduKey Provision Map framework. This ensures everyone can evaluate the effectiveness of interventions and adapt strategies as needed.
· Pupil Voice & Celebration: We regularly talk with pupils to gather their feelings about their own progress, identify additional tools that might support them, and celebrate their personal achievements.
· Multi-Agency Attendance: When external specialists are involved with a child (e.g., Sensory Support, Speech and Language Therapy, or our Inclusion Advisor Andrew Earl), they are invited to attend key review meetings—at least annually—to offer guidance and review outcomes.
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What support is there for behaviour, avoiding exclusions and increasing attendance?
At Torkington Primary School, we promote positive behaviour, minimise exclusions, and support high attendance through a nurturing, restorative framework:
· Restorative & Nurturing Ethos: Our restorative approach encourages pupils to take responsibility for their actions, understand the consequences of their choices, and make amends. Every morning begins as a fresh start so children know they can move forward positively.
· Growth Mindset & Anti-Bullying Policies: Our commitment to a Growth Mindset culture is fully integrated into both our Behaviour Policy and Anti-Bullying Policy, ensuring a supportive and respectful school community.
· Personalised Behaviour Plans: For pupils experiencing specific social or emotional difficulties, we create step-by-step relationship plans tailored to build emotional regulation and help them make positive choices independently.
· Targeted Pastoral Interventions: We provide targeted pastoral care through programmes such as Drawing and Talking and We Are Champions to build confidence, resilience, and emotional well-being.
· Focus on Attendance & Avoiding Exclusions: We keep exclusions to an absolute minimum because we believe that consistent school attendance and a secure, continuous learning environment are essential for supporting meaningful, long-term change.


























How does the school support a child moving between phases of education?
At Torkington Primary School, we implement structured transition systems to support children moving into school, between year groups, and onwards to secondary education:
· Transition into School (EYFS): Before pupils arrive, parents and carers meet with class teachers, attend in-person workshops, and participate in stay-and-play sessions. Parents complete the Ages and Stages questionnaire prior to entry, giving staff a comprehensive understanding of each child before they start. Transition packs are provided so families can support the process at home.
· Moving Between Year Groups: Information is shared thoroughly between teachers as pupils progress through the school. Transition meetings and workshops are held, and Pupil Passports are collaboratively created with children and their families to outline individual strengths, needs, and learning strategies.
· Transition to Secondary School & New Providers: We work closely with local secondary schools and alternative providers to manage smooth transitions. For pupils with SEND, additional transition visits are arranged, and full educational and medical records are transferred. Staff also meet directly with receiving schools to brief them on each child's specific requirements.
· Personalised Transition Plans: Where a child requires extra support moving through or beyond our school, bespoke, individualised transition programmes are put in place to ensure continuity of care and learning.























Who is there to help me and my child? 
The class teacher should always be a parent’s first port of call, if they are concerned about their child’s progress. 
Other key staff are available to meet on request:
· Mrs Abbie Pietrzak, Special Educational Needs Coordinator / Assistant Headteacher EYFS and KS1
· Mrs Caroline Astall, Assistant Headteacher KS2/ Safeguarding Lead
· Mr Andy Buckler, Headteacher/Safeguarding Lead
· Mrs Rachel Weeden and Mr Paul Owen- SEND Governors
· Miss Kim Meagher Parental Inclusion Champion
All can be contacted via the school office 0161 483 2188 or by e-mail to abbie.pietrzak@torkington.stockport.sch.uk. 
Please note: For a child with SEND who is also looked after by the local authority, they will be supported in the same way as all other children at Torkington with additional close liaison with the social worker and carer.
If concerns persist, please see our Complaints Procedure policy on our website.







Are there a range of services with which the school can liaise?
There are a number of agencies who work regularly with Torkington. We call on these agencies when a need has been identified. These include:
Inclusion Lead Gemma Webster				
Inclusion Teacher Andrew Earl
Inclusion Service
Speech and Language Therapist (SALT)			              Physiotherapy
Occupational Therapy (O.T.)					             School Nurse
Neurodiversity team (ND Team) including Primary Jigsaw
And Educational Psychologist (E.P.)			                      Sensory Support Services (S.S.S)
School’s Family Worker						             Social Services	
Signpost for Young Carers					                      Early Help Assessment (EHA)
Team Around the School (TAS)/Family (TAF)/ Child (TAC)

These agencies work in different ways at different times depending on the needs of the child – this may involve staff training, meeting with teachers/parents or working directly with a child. 

For more information and contact details parents may wish to access Stockport’s Local Offer for SEND children
 https://stockport.fsd.org.uk/kb5/stockport/fsd/localoffer.page
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